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The Bulgsrion Armed Forces:
The Ministry of Nationsl Defense:

1. The Bulgerian Aray Lla under the control of the Minlistey of
National Defense. Thae Minister of Natlonal Defense is Lleut-General
Panchevski. Under his command is a Vice-Minister and the Minlsterisl
Counocil composed of officere of all the brenches anc arms of the
armed forces.

2. The officers of the Miniasterial Council are &ll above field grade
rank and are koown as Millitary Advisors. The General 3taff of the
Armed Forces 1s responsible to the above minietiry.

Composltion of the Genersl Hiaff:

3. OChief of the General Staff is Lieut-Goneral Asnen Grekov. The
General Staff 1is composed of ranking officers of &1l the arms and
aervices who are cclled Members of the Genersl Staff,

4, The Chief of the Alr Force and hig staff are algo members of the
Genecral Staff, as is the Chief of the Navy and hig Staff,

5, The other nembers of the General Staff are: 50X1-HUM

a. The Inapactor of Infaniry. TEIN ) Ay Tun o
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b, The Inspector of Aprtillery.

0. The Inapector of Cavalry.

4. The Inspector of the Signal Corps.

s. The Inspector of the Corps of Englneers,

f. The Inapector of ithe ﬁrmored Corps.

8. The Ingpector of the Quartermsster Corps,

h. The Inspeotor of the Mechanized Forceés,

1. The Inspector of the Anti-Tank Artillery Corps.

Je The Inspector of the Medical Department,

k., Tha Inspector of the Veterinary Depsrtment. ’

1. The Inepector of the Judge Advooate Generalis Departﬁento
6. The three armies of the Bulparian Armed Forces are under the
commend of the General Staff., The Bulgerian Armed Forces has about
175,000 ~ 200,000 officers and men. The froniler forces come under
the Jjurisdiotion of the Hlnlatr% o' the Interior, tut in an ssergency

the General Staff of the Armed Forces asssumeg teotlcal command of
these forcea.

Orgpnization of an Arpy:

7. There are three grmies in Bulgaria, I Army, II Army, and IXT Army
respectively, Each Army ie usually composed of: :

8, Three Infantry VYivisions.

b, One Regiment of Heavy Artillery.
0. One Regiment of Englneers.

4. One Regluent of Signael Corps,

e. One Quartermaster Hegiment,
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£. One Anti-tank Regiment.
€. One Brigads of Armaored Unlts.
iop of e :

4. BEach Division is compomed of about 13,000 men and is organized
into:

a. Three Infantry Hegiments.

b. Ons Hrtlllery Regluent made up of Fleld Artillery, Moun-
taln Artillery, A/T Artillery sné 8/A Artillery.

6. ©One Battanlion of Englneers,

d., One Signals Battallon.

é. One Quartermaster Batisllon,
f. One Radlo Gompényo

B~ One Transportation Company.

h. One Squadron of Cavalry (half of which is horse and the
other hal? mechanized).

1, One Divisionsl Military Hospital,
Jo Veterinary Service Hogpital.
Organigation of the Infantry Regiment:
8, The atrength of the infantry regiment comes %o gbout 2,000 men

of whom 90 to 100 are officers snd 100 to 115 are platoon and staff
non-commiasioned offlcers.

10, The Regiment 1o compoged of:
a, Three Rifle Bettallons,
b, One A/T Company with nine pleces of 46 mm, (USSR origin).

¢. One Artillery Company with nine pleces of 76,2 mm,{USSR).
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4. One ¥Yortar Company of six to nine mortara of 120 mm.
(USER origin).

e. One Engineers Platoon for bridges bullding, mine laying,
demolitions and river croaalngs with rubdber boats.

io (3 H

11. An infantry battalion ie componsd of sbout 650 %o 700 offlcers
and pen, and is organized into:

2. Three Rifle Companies,

b. One Heavy Machine Gun Company with nine machine guns of
7.62 mm, (USSR),.

¢. One Morsar Company with six mortars of &2 mm, (USSK),
d. One A/T Platoon with 45 mm, pleces (USSR),

e. One Signals Platoon uaing telephones and three portable
radlos with an effective radiue of 15 kilometers,

Orpanigstion of the Rifle Comvany:

12. The rifle comvany ia compossd of about 100 officere and men,
and ig broken down into the commani element (the commanding officer
four couriers, one radio operator) and three platoons,

13. The rifle platoon is composed of 33 men {three squads of 11
men), Each sgquad is equipped with four prifles {USSR), four sub-

machine guns and s sniperéis rifle with telescovnio lens, &nd ons
1igh¢ machine gun,

Organization of the Heavy Maohine Gun Company:

14. The heavy machine gun company ia composed of three platoons
each having three machine gpuns, each manned by six men, Of these,
one la the leader, one iz the gunner, two are ammunition bsarersc
snd one Lz a muletesr,

Orpanization of the Mortar Company:

15, The martar company is compossi of the commsnd element (the com-
manding officer, s non-commissloned offlcer who is the assietent
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n offioer, one is a telemetrlict, ane is a ometrist, one ia
gunegizhone apa;ntor endt ons 1% & radio operator), and thres platoons.

18, Baoch platoon is squipped with two or three mortars each, menned
by five men of whoz one i the leuder, one ig ths gunner, 2ne is tha
lonGer, W7 are awmunition bearers, and one ia = mulgtaer,

Qrganizakion of the AT Ogrpany!

17. The A/T Uompany ic ocomposed of the ocmmend elsment (the owummsnding
offsaer, a telemetrist and three couriars), and three platooas.

14, Easoh pla%oon is equipped with two or three A/T guns manned by
neven men, of whom one is the leader, ope is & gunner, one ie the

loader, one 1s an ammunition bearer and two men handle horees, Ths
A/T plecae are of USSH orlgin and oan be motor or horge drawn.

Commend Elsments:
Army :

18. The Commanding Offiger of an Army is a Major General ar a Lieut-
General.

20, There is & Political Director {commiesar) attachzd to army head-
quarters and is known as Army Politipal Direotor.

21. The Chief of Staff Le usuglly a Lieut-Colonel or a Colonel.

22, The remsining Staff ls composed of offigers of all the arme and
pervicen atteched to an army and comes to about 30 officers.

Diviglon:
23, The Commanding Officer 15 a Colonel or Major General,

24, There 1t a Divisional Political Direstor {commlsser) ana & Chief
of Staffo

25. The rest of the Staff includes sn operatione offlcer, aupply
officer, intelligence officer, slgnela officer, veterinary officer,
etc. The entire 5taff comes te about 30 offlcers. '
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Repiment:
28, The Com-anding Offiocer is a Lieut-Oolonel or a Colonsl.

27, There ig a Chief of S9taff, an sxecutive officer and a poli-
tlioal director,

24, The rest of the Staff inoludes an adjutent, intelligence of ficer,
eignals officer. The entirs Staff ocomes to about 20 offioers.

Batgg;;og:

29, The battalion Staff is arganized slmilarly to the regimental
Starf, but the Staff strength Goes not usually exceed 10 officers.

Company :

30. The company is composed of the Company Commander and three
platoon leaders (officers).

Organization of the AT Artillary Repiment:

3l. The regimentel Staff consists of the Com~anding Officer who is
a Lieut-Colonel or a Colonel, a political director (commlsear), the
Chief of Staff, an adjutant, the iraining offlcer, operations officer,

intelligence officer, materiel supply officer, artillery esupply of-
Tlcer, and a mobilization officer,

32, The Reglmental Staff is composed of about 25 officers, 26 non-
commissioned officers (ten to 12 clerks, radio operators, ocourieras,
et6). There 13 alsc a motor pool and vehlcle repalr officer; his
repalir ghop is attached to regimental headquarters.

33. During pescetime, the regiment 1s organized into three battallions
of artillery, but during wer-time the above three battalions ere re-
organised into four battalions, one of which ia placed at the dis~-
position of the dlvision and is called the divisional A/T battalion.
There 18 no battslion Staff.

34¢ The A/T battalion is composed of 15 officers, 20 non-commissioned
officers and about 200 men, There are six or elght men manning each
gun. The battalion has 30 couriers, 25 ammunition bearers, 30 nule-~
teers and 20 truck drivers.
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38. Each bsttalion has 18 A/? guns of 00 mm, or 75 mmn. caliber of
German origin., (Usually the battalion has eight 80 mm. guns and
four 78 mm. guns). The above guns are gradually being replaced by
78.2 ow. guma of USSR origin.

36. The dbattalion ims also squipped with 12 caterpiller type prinme

movers to draw the guns. There are *Fort Keter" (sic) and are of

German origin. The battallion alseo 1e pped with eipht trweks of

thres tons cach, either Opels or 2ig!, four motorcyocles and 3$wo

p::lonnol vehicles, The battalion is also equipped with a mechaniged
tohen.

Sna Carried L] :
37. Artillerymen are armed with rifles and sub-machine guns. There

is a apeclal security squad attached to each battery composed of four
men who are equipned with one light machine gun and three sub-machine

guns ., .
Bulzerian Unit T ong:
A, L Army Sofla
1. a:. Mechanlzed Artillery Regiment -~ Sofla
b, Signale Regiment - Sofia
¢. Tank Hegiment -  Sofia
d., Mechanized Infantry Regiment =  Samckov
e, Battallon of Engineers -~ Bofia
£, A/T Battalion - Sofle
g. Motorcyole Company ~  Sofia
2. Heavy Artillery Reglnment of _
I Army - Sofia
3o Engineerg Reglment of I Army -~  Sofias
4. A/T Regiment of I Army -  Kyustendil
SECHET /CONTROL
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5. Ssgnale Repinent of I Army - Sofia
6. Quartermanter Regiment of I Army -~ Sofia
7. A/A Artillery Regiment of I Army -~  Sofia%
ba Headquarters 1 Amored Division ~ Sofia
9 1.Infantry Division -~ Sofia
a. 1 Infantry Regiment -~ Sofia
bs 6 Infantry Regiment - Sofia
0, 25 Infantry Hegiment -~  Blivnitoa®**
d. 4 Artillery Hegiment - Sofla
10. 6 _Infentry Divislion -~ Vratea
a. 3 Infantry Reglment =  Vidin
b. 35 Infantry Regiment « Vratea
6. 6 Artillery Regliment = Vratsa
11l. 7 Infantry Divisiop -~  Dupnitsn
a8, 1l1l4 Infanfry Regiment -  Gorne DJjumaya
b, 22 Infantry Regiment - Dupnitsa |
6, 39 Infantry Reglment -  Nevrokop
d. 7 Artillery Regiment -~  Samokov

* In wartime, the regiment is divided into three battalions and are
gent to each of the three armies.

*# Thig regiment was acheduled to leave for Orhanie (X, 74-u3).

B, II Army -  Plovdlv
1. 2 Armored Brigade -  Plovéiv
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Meashanized Artillery Regiment

Signals Regiment

Tank Negiment (84 tanks, T-34s,
30 toas)

Mechaniged Infantry Regiment
Battellion of Engineers

A/T Battalion

Motoroycle Company

2. Heavy Artillery “6giment of II Army
3. Mountain Artillery Regicent of 1I Army
4, A/T Artillery Reglment of II Army

5. Engineers Hegiment of II Amy

8- Signals Regiment of II Army

(L Quartermester Regiment of II Army
8. 2 Infentry Division

&
b,
Geo
4,
8,
f.
8-
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9 Infantry Regiment

27 Infantry Regiment
10 Infantry Reglment

2 Aptillery Reglment
Battallon of Englneers
Signale Battallion

Quartermaster Battalion
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Plovdlv
Plovédly

Plovdly
Plovédiv
Plovdiv
Plovdiv
Plovdiv
Plovdlv
Assenovgrad

Ohirpan (RA
94~05)

Plovdiv
Plovdliv
Plovdiv
Plovidv
Plovdiv
Pazard Jik
Kirdjali
Plovdiv
Peshiera
Plovdiv
Plovdiv
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h. Transportation Company - Plovdiv
S. 4 Infantry Division ~ Haekovo
8. 12 Infantry Reginmeitt - Harmanli
b, 30 Infantry Regiment ~ 8Bimeonov-
grad
6, 23 Infantry Reglment - Haskovo
d. & Artillery Regiment - Momchil-
e. Battalion of Englheers - Haekgsgd
f. Signals Battalion -~ Haskovo
8- ‘Quartermaater Battallon - Haskovo
h, 'Tranaportation Conmpany - Haskovo
Note: 10 Diviaslon of II Army was deectivated, but i
gald that 1% is being reorganized once more. 50X1-HUM
Seviet Ganerggf commanding officer of II Army is =& 50X1-HUM
Co “III Arny - Sliven
1. 3 Armored Brigade - Sliven
2o Heavy Artillery Regiment of III Army -~ Shumen
3. A/T Artillery Regiment of III Army = Razgrad
4, Englneers Regiment of III Army « Shumen
bo Slgnale Regliment of IIY Army «~ Shumen
Do Quertermester Regiment of III Army - 8liven
7. 3_JInfantry Divigion (formerly at Sliven) - Yambol
ao 11 Infantr& Reglment =~ Elhovo
. 29 Infantry Regiment - Yambol
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24 Infantry {legiment
3 Artillery Regliment
Battalion of Englneers
Signals Battalion

Transportatlon Company

§ Infantry Division

8o
b,
e,
a.
8.
Ta
4
he

& Infantry Regiment

7 Infantry Regiment

19 Infantry Regiment
8 Infantry Regiment

5 Artillery Regiment
Bettalion of Engineers
Signsle Batialion
Transportation Company

i _Cavelry Pivielon

a,

b,

Cav
4 Cavalry Regiment
6 Csvalry Regiment
g Cavalry Brigpde

8 Cavalry Reglment
10 Cavalry Regiment
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Siiven
Sliven
81iven
Yanbol
Sliven
Rusae
Russe
Russe
Reazgrad
bobrud ja
Russe
Rusase
Russe
Ruege
Yambol
Yambol
Yambol
Yembol
Dobrich
Dobrich
Dobrich
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10, Ammored Diviaion - Kaganluk
a. 2 Tank Hegiient (140, ¥~34 Tanka) - Kazanluk
b. 1 Hechanized Infantry Regiment « Kagenluk

¢, 1 Mobile Heavy Artillery Reginment - Kezenluk

* IIX Army is the strongest ermy, The Armorst Division headqueriers
are losated ian Kazanluk,

Military Personplities:
38. Colonel Djurov (fnu), He is on the 8taff of II Aprmy,

50X1-HUM

39, Lieut-Coleonel TENEY (fnu). He is the QM officer of & Diviesion.

40, Colonel Boyan Begsnov. He is the OM ofTicer of the G8C, He ia
a regulsr army officer.,

41, O© Botev the commanding officer of B Division,

42, Lieut-General Slavcho Trunski. He ig the commanding officer of
I1I Army, |

43, lLieut~General Aseen CGrekov. Chief of the GSG,

34, tGolonel Stanchov Hgdjiev. He is the commanfdsant of the Yagillevski
Milltary Academv in Sofis. |
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408, eut-Genersl Teonyu Ganev. He is the oconmmu “Hristo .
50X1-HUM

Becrultment - Military Servieg:

48. A% the precent time, the oclasses of 192u-1929 are in active
service, but the class of 1930 will probably be oeslled soofl.

47. Those liable for military servigce receive individual oprders to
report for sexamination from the local oivie suthoritien. The re-
oruit-to~be is told to which military examining board he han to re-
port. Usually, mobile milli%ary commissions examifne prospective
draftees if they come from isolated loocalities.

4. IXf the 1s found physiocally fit, he is ordered by the mllitary
- authorities to report to a gpecific unit for tralning. Length of

servige is usuglly 24 montha, During this nerlod training is s
ocontinulng process,

48. The military recruliting bureaus aasifn 2 recruit to the arm or
aervice that they feel the recrult is best fitted to serve, Theaze
buraaue are usually looccted in areas where regiments are stationed.
There are no replacement or training oenters as such, end even ini-

tlel olothing issuances are undertsken by the unit %o whioh the re-
crult is assigned,

Offiger Training:
50, There are two officers training schools., One ls the *Vasil
Leveki" Milltery Academy and the other is the "Hristo Botev" Reserve
Officers Training School, Both are looated in Sofia.

81, A Naval Academy is located gt Varna,.
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62, %rain for regular officers lasts for three years and the
curriuulumlggcludas both theoreticoal and practical tralninge For
 reserve offiocers, the treining period is 16 nonths,

Enligted Men's Schools:

53. There are no regular non-commissioned officers schools &t the
prasent time., However, special courses are given to non-oommisslioned
officars which iast for six montha. Special courass are offered to
non-compisgioned officers in the Mefiiosl and Veterinary brenshes of
the aawy.

USSR Participstion in Training:

54, The commanding officera and moat of the lnsfructora at the
Acedemies are Bulgarisn officers, but Soviet officers partiolpate as
ingpeotors and advisors.

885. Soviet officers are attached as advisors in tralning and other
figlds to units gbove regimental level,

868, About 15 percent of the men graduating from the offlcers schools

are sent to the USSR for sdvanced tralining. Usually those ohosen
are Communists of good standing and promise.

Discipline - Morale - Recreation:

67. Piscipline is considered strict, Offenders are usually punished
severely.

B8, The morale of the army ia considered good., The anthordtiesz ex-
pend much time shd effort to maintaln good living conditions for the
troopsa.

58, Officers get twenty five duya of leave per year and enlisted men
get ten days, All military personnel are entltled to free medical
attention. {Medical attention is almo free for officers families).

60. Movie hcouses for officera and men exlal on milltary posts.
Concerte are regularly offered to the troope, Radios are aleo made
available to units. Road companies give atage plays regularly.
The plays are glvays propagandistic, and for troop consumptlon.

Pay « Allowphees:
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6l. The private receives 160 leva per month,
62, Non-commissioned offiocer candidsntes receive 300 leva per month,

63. HNaster Ssrgeants receive b - 10,000 leve per month aseording to
time in service &l Tamily stutus.

64, Yarrant officers reoceive u - 10,000 leva per moath.

68, Seocond lieutensnts recelve 10 - 1£,000 leva per month
68, Pirst lleutenants receive 12,500 - 15,000 leva per wonth,
67. Captains rsceive 18,000 levs per month.

68, Majors receive 17,000 leva per month,

89. Lieutenant Colonels receive 17 - 18,00C leva per month,
?0. Oolonels receive 20 ~ £2,000 leva per month,

71, Major Generals receive 25,000 leva per month.

72, While the families of soldiers get no compensation whatsosver,
the families of officere recelve allowances and food.

Food - Jlothing -~ Shosat

73. Officers are issued thres typas of uniforms, 7These are the
aress uniform, the dally wear uniforz and a rleld uniform (similar
to that worn by enligted nen),

7¢. Enlisted men receive g winter and s summer uniform. The infantry
cavalry &nd artillery receive boots, while the armored, meohanized
and the anlr foroe raceive field shoes and long pants instead of the
nerrow-ankle pants of the gbove services,

75. The enlisted men also recelve one overcost, two shirts, three
underehirte, two underdrawers, one blanket, and two bed sheeta.
During the winter months, the soldier is lssued two blanketa.

?6, The enlisted men raceive & dally ration of one kilegram of bread,

thres cigarettes, eight grems of soup, end a weekly ration of 1&0
grams of meat, which is served thrice weekly. Foocd is conglderecd
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satisfectory, if not ample. It is figured thet the dally rFation is
worth 180 leva,

Iines of Weapongs

77. Weagpona of the Bulgarian Army are a mixture of Cersan asd USSR
origin, The weapons of German origin are gradually being sepleced
by UB3R weapons.

Anfantry Weepong:

78. The wempons of the infantry are riflss, sub-machine gume, light
machine gune, snd heavy machine guns, (Maxim-Sokolov) and are all
USSR weapons of 7.82 mm.

Artillery Weapons:

79. Meuntaln artillery niesces are Schnelder snd Skoda 76 mm. guns,
&0, Divisional mountaln artillery piecee ars 106 mm,

8l. Field artiliery pleces are 125 mm. (Germsn origin), and USSR
rieces of undetermined osliber,

g2, Heavy artillery piecoes sre 155 man. (of German origin), 220 mm,
(of both German and Soviet origin). There are aleo 250 mm, pleces
uged for coastal defense.

&3, Antl-alrcraft guns are of 65 mm, (of Germen origin), 78 mm, and
st mm. (of Germen origin),

g4. Anti-tank artillery pleces are 46 mm., (of USSH origin), BO mm,
(of German origin), 75 mm. (of Cerman origin) and 78.2 mm, zof USSH
origin) and i mm, (of German origin),

Armored Pivision Wespong:

86, The Bulgarian Army has Germesn tanks mounting 75 mm., guns, snd
Soviet T-34, 30 ton tenks, mounting 76,2 mm, gune, and Cermen tanks
mountling &b mm., guns.

6. The Soviet T=34 %anks have armor plating of gbout 15-20 mm.

thiockness, are squipped with two heavy machine guns, radio, and are
powered by diesele of &00 or more hargepower. On highways, the T-34sg
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can travel at speeds of &) - 100 kilometers, while in open cauntyy
they travel at 50 - 80 kilometers per hour.

P 2] 31 H

67, Unit patohes Qo not exist in the Bulgerian Army. Milidary
vehi:%;s 4o not carry regular military identification symbals or
ner 8.

eei The various arms and services oarry the following 1dentifying
colarg:

8. Iafantry - Red ghoulder straps and red collar tebe.
b, Artillery -« Red shoulder strsps and black sollar tabs.

8, Cavalry - Red phoulder strapvs with a white border and
red and white coliar taba.

&, Armored forces -~ Blsck shoulder strsps with red border,
8, Medloal corne =~ Purple shoulder straps.

Military Trangoord:
89, Military transpori varies greatly tnd is abundant, Many of the

recent trucke are of USSR origin. Each regiment has its own trans-
portation unit.,

Communications Eguipnent:

90, The Bulgsrian Army is furnished with German and USSR radio
equipment. On the other hand, telephones ars mostly of CGerman origin.

Milid Wareho a d Factor Producing War 0! :

91, Millitary warehouses exist only within organized units, usually
of reglmental sirength and above,

92, There ars war plants in Kaganluk end Sopot. Ounpowder and

infantry and artillery ammunition is manufactured here as well as
demolition esquipment and materlel Yor the enginesrs.
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Rormanaent Instollationg:

In _Sofdp:

93, Artillery barrsoks are located four kilometers south of the city,
on the Sofia -~ Istanbul roed.

94, Engineers harracks are looated at the northwest outskisrte of the
6ity.

95, Armored forces barracks ere loosted in the old palace gardens
noar ‘Park Na Svoboda® (Liberty Park).

98, Infantry barracks are located at the inter-section of the Stalin-
Tolbukhin-Fritov Nansen streets,

97. The barraoks of the cavalry guarde squadron are located on
Viadimir Zaimov atreet near the Levskli Monunent,

88. The barracks which formeriy houeed 1 Artillery Regiment aro
located at "Slatevskl Redut” (the helghts of the city).

z;; glgvgl_;v:

99, The armored brigede barracks are loocrted next to the cemetery,
al the east e¢nd of the city,

in 8liven:

10C. The barracks of unlitas of III Armg are located at the east end of
the clty and sre clesrly visible from the alr,

in Shumen:
101, Bsarracks are located in the center of the city.

in Sveti Vrach

102, Barracks are located at the southeast end of the olity and sre
clearly visible from the air.

in Gorna Diumaya:

103, Barracks are loonted at the southeastern end of the clty on the
Svetl Vrach road.
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The air Fore:
105, The Air Foroe is under the control of the GSC, The Chiefr of
8tall of the Bulgarian Air Force is Ceneral Zaharev, a former war-
rant officer in the srmy who was subsequently trained in the UBSR,
106, There are airfislids located in the follovwing oilties:

&, BSofia, one gt Bughurishte and one st Vrazhdsbna.

b. Plovdiv (2).

0. Gorna Orehovitesa.

d. Karlovo,

8. Varne,

f. Burgas,

€. Yambol,

h, Balschik,

i, Kazanluk,

Jo Sliven,

Armored Forces:

107, there are three armored brigades, one with 50X1-HUM
each army, &nd one armored division under the command of III Army
Headquarters, In wartime, the three brigades will he organized into

SECKET/CONTROL
U, 8., OFFICIALS ONLY

— Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/08/10 : CIA-RDP83-00415R007500180001-8



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/08/10 : CIA-RDP83-00415R007500180001-8 -

4

SECRET/CONTROL,
U, 8. OFFICIALS ONLY

~20-
Alviglone (they will have an aadiilonal tank regiment added), and

the armored division will become the armored division of IV Army
which will be mobllized in cese ol war,.
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